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and others hteres'ced. in the conserv.3tion of our viild life have eqressed 

alarm at t'ilis scarcity, fearing that t:lj,s indicates a jcermanent decrease 4~ 

the numibers of these birds. 

The Biological Surveg of t:le 3nited States Department O? Agriculture 

recalls, howver, that there mas a notably large northl;lard fli&t of birds 

in the s$risg of 1925, and that the sTtuation Ino'_:s far ZlOre SeliOUS t>Z.il it 

is. The x,rm nintsr 311 the coast of 33ritj.s:; ColwfiFia and s@Utl?elY: dsskd 

is k.tho-It parallel. 1x0 snow is reported below the 1,3CC-foot level in the 

very region Of sout'lieastern Alaska pihere a year ago deer lriere starvi-ng oving 

to the heavy snonfail :.??ich 'xxied their food. 

Telegraphic re;3orts to the Eiological Survey during Yne third ?yreek 

Of Janu.ary, 1926, shoved en unp::ecedented number of ducks and geese re.- 

maining along t%e coast ol" seutlLerL kias'~ and northern British Sel-a;;;.i'~ia. 

kc abundance of ducks and ;_zese :las Seen noted es far north as the flets 

a3out the mouths 02 the Cop;xr and 3erin.y Xiivers. T'rOiT! Grange11 , Al.as?~~ 



-2- 

come reports of many ducks and geese on the flats near there, and the 

Stikine River Osts in nort':lern British Colw;IEia, are reported t0 be free 

of snow and ice. k wireless da-bed Ja;xE..rp h. cm fro:Ll the klaskt5 &,x3 Comis- 

sion advised the Biological Survey that large numbers of mallards and 

thousands of geese were on the Stikine flats, a remarkable occurrence for 

this time of the year. 

The scarcity of birds in various parts of the Test during the fall 

and winter of 1925 and 1926 does not necessarily mean a corresponding aChIal 

decrease in the total number of the existing nild foil. Fild fall and minter 

weather in southern Canada and along the northern border of the United States 

and the deficient rainfall in the Vest have caused erratic novements anlo-ng 

these Sirds, many of their usual haunts having been passed over by them . 
in the southward flight. 

The fact that millions of birds are reported on some of the large 

wintering grounds in the southern parts of the country is evidence that 

vast m?l~~913 zf them have come down from the n'orth. 
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